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 LOUGH CARRA CATHCMENT ASSOCIATION  
 22 OCTOBER 2019 - MEETING MINUTES 
 PARTRY COMMUNITY CENTRE 8-9.30PM 

 

Antony Baynes Olivia Feeney Jean-Pierre Maire 
Verena Berard Eugene Finnerty Al McDonnell 
Tom Byrne Joe Flannelly Pat McHale 
John Campbell Pat Gibbons Maureen Byrne McKeon 
Paul Connolly Teresa Horan Emer Morrin 
Sean Coyne Chris Huxley Susan Pryce 
Ronan Cusack Lynda Huxley Michael Sweeney 
Philip Doddy Mick Kane Rachel Quinn 
Padraig Farrell Bryan Kennedy Rowan Quinn 
   
APOLOGIES :  
Deborah Broughton 
Ray Broughton 
Peter Comer 
 

Michael Hegarty 
Mick Kane 
Peter Mitchell 
Cilian Roden 

Deirdre Walsh 
Fiona White 
Will Woodrow 
 

 
AGENDA ITEMS 

 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
The Chair read out the minutes of the September 2019 meeting. 
Proposed : Antony Baynes 
Seconded : Teresa Horan / Pat Gibbons  
 
Matters Arising 
 
a) Lough Carra Booklet 

 
The booklet is being printed today by Turner Printing in Longford and should be available for the November 
meeting. 
 
b) Update on BioChar potential project 
 
Joe Flannelly updated the meeting on the potential BioChar project as discussed.  He said that it is in progress and 
he is working with Eamon Welsh, Ronan Cusack (IFI) and Sean Finan of Irish Bioenegy Association (IrBEA) 
who gave a presentation at the August meeting. 
 
They are looking into how a trial of the process can be set up in the Lough Carra Catchment.  The IFI will supply 
photos and maps of two potential locations : 

1) Ballintubber stream 
2) Brownstown stream 

If these areas are deemed suitable the relevant authorities (IFI, OPW, NPWS etc.) will be consulted.   
 

Chairperson Tom Byrne 
Vice-Chairperson Peter Byrne 
Secretary  Lynda Huxley 
Treasurers Joe Flannelly and Pat Gibbons 
Technical Advisors Chris Huxley and Cilian Roden 
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This will be an innovative project in Ireland and it’s important to get it going as it will help with the LIFE project 
process. 
 
Teagasc has allocated 3 officers to work on a BioChar project to filter sites within farms.  This farm site approach 
is  different to the one being planned for Lough Carra but there will be experiences that can be drawn on. 
 
Arigna fuels have agreed to supply the Lough Carra trial with biochar free of charge which is a very valuable 
contribution to the project. 
 
The Chair thanked Joe and everyone involved in this project for their work . 
 
c) Finance 
 
Credit Union Account : 
Incoming -  Tipperary Co.Co.(LawCo) total of €3,000.00 
Incoming - Clann Credo loan €15,196.65 
Outgoing - Woodrow SS €15,196.65 
Outgoing – Carra books for Lough Carra booklet €1,3000.00  
Balance €4,864.00 
 
Bank of Ireland Account : 
Incoming – CarraMask Federation €540.00 
Incoming – Partry Anglers €3,000.00 
Balance €4,865.00 
 
Combined Total = €9,729.53 
 
 
d) LIFE Project update 
 
Chris Huxley gave an update on the LIFE project : 
 
The Concept Note was put forward to the EU LIFE Office.  Today, news has been received that the application 
was not successful on this occasion.  Although this is disappointing, the EU Life Office has sent a  letter to the 
Co-ordinating Beneficiary, Mayo County Council, which encourages us to resubmit in 2020 which is a positive 
sign. 
 
Each evaluation is scored out of 50 and the Lough Carra submission scored 31, which is a very high score but 
regrettably just short of being successful for this year.  This is a very competitive process being open to all EU 
member countries.  Many LIFE applications are not successful on the first attempt e.g. Kerry, Arran, Corncrake 
but were on the second attempt. 
 
Consideration now has to be given as to how the application can be improved for 2020.  The EU LIFE Office 
have provided detailed notes on the evaluation and nearly everything is positive and nothing is very negative.  
Will Woodrow will be convening a meeting of the Technical Working Group to discuss what is the best way to 
use his team’s time for the duration of the LCCA contract. 
 
It must be highlighted that Will has produced an excellent document and the EU are giving us a signal to reapply 
in 2020. 
 
The Chair thanked Chris for the update and emphasised that Woodrow SS had prepared an excellent Concept 
Note which we can build on for 2020.  He added that, in the meantime, we will await the deliberation of the 
Technical Working Group. 
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e)  UK ILN (UK and Ireland Lakes Network) Conference held on 16 October 2019 in Westport 
 
The UK ILN annual conference was held in Westport on 16 October 2019.  The Chair congratulated Bryan 
Kennedy and the EPA on hosting an excellent event. 
 
Chris Huxley outlined details of this two day conference.  The first day of the conference was held in Hotel 
Westport with a full day of speakers.  The majority of the presentations were given on Irish projects.  All of the 
presentations will be made available in the near future on the UK ILN website. 
https://www.ukandirelandlakes.org/science/uk-and-ireland-lakes-network-conference-2019-papers/  
 
Tom Byrne and Chris Huxley gave a joint presentation on the LCCA titled ‘Lough Carra – Past, Present and 
Future’.  Tom gave a very moving introduction giving his perspectives and when the Chair of the UK ILN 
summarised the meeting he referred to one speaker that had struck a chord and that was Tom’s presentation. 
 
The Keynote speaker was Udo Gattenloher of the Global Nature Fund and he recited one very poignant quote by 
Nelson Mandela “Vision without action is just a dream, action without vision just passes the time, 
and vision with action can change the world” which reflects the ethos of the LCCA. 
 
The second day consisted of a morning field trip to Church Island kindly facilitated by Father Fahey of 
Ballintubber Abbey.  The Chair thanked Al McDonnell for the personal and truthful speech he made that day 
about Lough Carra.  He also thanked Philip Doddy who played a rendition of the tune ‘The Lough Carra 
Fishermen’ in the chapel on the island. 
 
Finally, the Chair thanked Bryan Kennedy and the EPA for the excellent video that they compiled and showed 
during the visit to Church Island.  This event put a spotlight on Lough Carra. 
 
f) LCCA Nomination to the Mayo Co Co Strategic Policy Committees  
 
The elections will take place in the coming week and the Chair will attend to present the LCCA vote for its 
candidate Verena Berard. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
• November meeting : Bernie White, Catchment Manager for the Local Authority Water Programme 

(LawPro) will attend the November meeting to give an update on their work in the Lough Carra catchment. 
 
• Rowan Quinn Dissertation : Rowan Quinn is a student on the BSc Honours programme in Outdoor 

Education at GMIT in Castlebar.  For his Honours year Dissertation, Rowan is carrying out a research project 
“Primary School Students’ Environmental Attitudes to Lough Carra”.  This research will provide valuable 
information on current attitudes enable assessment on change in attitudes after environmental initiatives have 
been implemented in the Lough Carra Catchment.  The findings from the research will be made available to 
the Association in due course. 

 
• The Burren Winterage will be held from 24-27 October 2019 https://www.burrenwinterage.com This event 

has a very interesting programme and is highly recommended.  Verena Berard is attending and will report 
back to the November meeting. 
 

The Chair asked for blanket approval for all decisions and discussions from the meeting.   
There was full approval from the floor. 
 
The meeting concluded with : 

- A viewing of the excellent EPA ‘Lough Carra’ Video https://www.catchments.ie/lough-carra-the-
ecology-of-and-pressures-on-a-marl-lake-in-the-west-of-ireland/ 

- A wonderful recital of the traditional tune the ‘Lough Carra Fisherman’ by Philip Doddy on the fiddle. 
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NEXT MEETING 
The November Meeting will be held on TUESDAY 19 November 2019 starting at 8pm sharp.  
Venue is Cushlough meeting room near Ballinrobe.   
 
Directions are below and there is a map below.  If you have a problem finding it please call Ronan Cusack 
on 087 2869487 
Take the Creagh Road located near Ballinrobe Garda station at the foot of the microwave tower. It is 
signposted all the way to Cushlough Pier and Lough Mask.  You will meet two forks in the road and you 
‘take the right leg both times’.  

 
It is approximately 2.5 miles from the town.  The Eircode is F31 CY29. 
 

 

 


