
Lough Carra’s



There are well over 400 species of ‘higher’ plants (i.e. trees, shrubs, 
herbs, grasses, sedges, etc.) growing around the lakeshore of Lough 
Carra and in some parts of its catchment. This is around two thirds 
of the number found in the Burren in Co. Clare, or well over a third 
of those found in the whole of Ireland. For such a small area, this 
is an extremely rich flora and, like the Burren, it contains some very 
special plants that occur in only a very limited number of places in 
Ireland.
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Learn more about the 
WILDFLOWERS of Lough Carra
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FLY ORCHID
(IRISH NAME: MAGAIRLÍN NA GCUILEANNA)

The Fly Orchid grow between 20 – 60cm in height. It flowers in May & June.
The flowers release a scent which attracts male digger wasps. Pollination happens when a 
dusting of pollen sticks to the male wasp which he then carries to the next flower.
This flower is very rare in Ireland but found in a few locations around Lough Carra.

DID YOU KNOW
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Spring Gentians grow 5 – 10cm in height and flowers in April, May and June. This is a very 
rare flower and is only found on dry limestone grassland in the west of Ireland. This 
important type of land is found in only a few locations around Lough Carra.

SPRING GENTIAN

DID YOU KNOW

(IRISH NAME: CEADHARLACH BEALTAINE)
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Lough Carra’s

Devil’s-Bit Scabious grow up to 75cm in height. It flowers in July, August and September. It 
is pollinated by many insects including, butterflies and bumblebees. It is an important food 
plant of the caterpillars of the rare  Marsh Fritillary butterflies.

DID YOU KNOW

DEVIL’S-BIT SCABIOUS
(IRISH NAME: ODHRACH BHALLACH)
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Devil’s-Bit ScabiousBird’s-Foot Trefoil Carline Thistle
Spring Gentian Lady’s Smock Bee Orchid
Fly Orchid Primrose Knapweed
Cowslip
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